
Lenten Devotionals – 2018 
 

Wednesday, February 14          Secret Benefactors 
Reading:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

“But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 

 

Many years ago I was Interim Moderator in a large 
congregation that was in conflict.  One source of 
disagreement was whether or not many of their trust funds 
had restrictions limiting their use.  I took on the task of 
going through decades of records to discover the terms of 
the various memorial donations.  One involved a memorial 
plaque that had been placed by the family of a long-gone 
leader. I assumed, by its prominence in the Church hall, 
that the donation had been a very large one, perhaps 
providing for the construction of the entire building.  
However when I unearthed the terms of the bequest, the 
donation had only covered the cost of the plaque! 
 
Jesus notes that it is tempting to perform acts of piety or 
charity so that others will take note and think well of us.  
But if we do, that popular acclaim will be our only reward.  
God is looking for us to give generously and pray faithfully 
because we love him and others.  Jesus calls on us to do 
good things as anonymously as possible.  Our motivation 
is to please God and to have him be pleased with us. 
 
Instead of giving up something for Lent, perhaps it would 
be an idea to observe it with a daily practice of secret 
good deeds.  This could include anonymous messages of 
appreciation or thanks, donations to a charity or prayers 
offered up for the situation of someone who is not 
especially close to us.   
 
Instead of Lent being a time of deprivation, it could be fun.  
Sort of like being an off-season Secret Santa! 
 
 



Thursday, February  15         Repenting for the Nation 

Reading:  Daniel 9:1-14 
 

“The LORD did not hesitate to bring the disaster on us…the  LORD our 

God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.” 

 
In this ninth chapter of Daniel, the prophet receives a 
message that is good news and bad news.  The good 
news is that God was promising to bring about spiritual 
renewal and would bring his people back from Exile to live 
in Israel once again.  The bad news was that the Exile 
would last seventy years. 
 
Daniel’s response was to bow before God and confess 
that Israel had been a wayward, disobedient people.  
Though Daniel himself was righteous and faithful, he 
identified with his own people and went to God in penitent 
prayer. 
 
Historically, God has shown that he is able to bring about 
renewal and revival in the darkest times. This was true in 
the days of St. Francis, during the Reformation and at the 
time of the Great Awakening.  When God’s people 
despaired at the spiritual condition of their age, God 
demonstrated that he was able to impact human hearts 
and bring many back to himself. 
 
All of those times of renewal, however, were preceded by 
faithful people repenting before God and interceding for 
the rebellious world around them.  They did not condemn 
and distance themselves.  They identified with their 
contemporaries and sought God’s blessing for them. 
 
Opinion polls today consistently show that those who are 
not followers of Jesus think that Christians see themselves 
as morally superior and condemning of others.  The 
opposite should be the case.  God wants us to ‘dare to be 
a Daniel’.  He wants us to grieve the sin and suffering of 
our time and intercede before God with repentant hearts. 
 



Friday, February 16                      For God’s Glory 
 

Reading Daniel 9:15-25 

 
“Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation 

of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you 

because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy.” 

 
Daniel’s prayer for fallen Israel moves from repentance to 
intercession.  He pleads with God to forgive and rebuild 
Jerusalem more quickly.  They do not deserve it, but he 
makes some strong arguments for God to do so. 
 
First, and most importantly, God’s own reputation is at 
issue. God had delivered Israel from Egypt and 
established them in the Promised Land by his great 
strength and wisdom. Now the land is desolate.  The city 
of Jerusalem and the Temple associated with God’s Name 
have been destroyed. Israel’s enemies are jubilant.  They 
believe that their own gods are more powerful than the 
one true God and his Name is mocked.  This grieves 
faithful people like Daniel, who implore God to rise up and 
set the record straight. 
 
Secondly, God’s nature is loving and merciful.  In the past 
he has repeatedly forgiven his people and demonstrated 
his longsuffering love.  Let that mercy be demonstrated 
again!  May Israel and all the nations know that God is 
powerful and gracious and so should be worshipped and 
obeyed! 
 
In our prayers for the world around us, we are called to 
divert our focus from our own needs and concerns.  In 
prayer God calls us to look at the state of the world from 
his vantage point.  If we take the ‘big picture’, heavenly 
perspective we will be concerned for God’s glory – his 
reputation for mercy, justice and righteousness.  Prayer in 
tune with God can yield powerful results. 
 
 



Saturday, February 17           Is There a Doctor in the     
                                                                         House? 

Reading:  Matthew 9:2-13 

 

“I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” 

                                                              

In one of the video versions of the Gospel of Matthew, two 
of Jesus’ disciples exchange looks of shock when Jesus 
calls Matthew, the tax collector, to follow him as one of his 
disciples.  Tax collectors for the Roman government were 
despised because they represented political oppression 
and because they always charged more than required.  It 
was akin to a legalized protection racket. Tax collectors 
were the public face of ‘the mob’ and were lumped in with 
prostitutes and other ‘sinners. 
 
We should not be surprised when people who don’t 
believe in God reject his way of living.  If the first of the 
Ten Commandments seems like nonsense, why worry 
about the rest?  If there is no God, why be concerned 
about theft, adultery, lying or jealousy?  Just don’t get 
caught or don’t mind what people think.  Live life on your 
own terms. As far as they are concerned they are just fine.  
They don’t know that they need a Saviour. 
 
Once when Gloria was a toddler I took her to the doctor 
for a suspected ear infection.  During the visit he heard me 
cough and insisted on an examination.  It turned out that I 
had pneumonia.  I didn’t know it (or wouldn’t admit it!), but 
I needed a doctor. 
 
This is Jesus’ point when he responds to the Pharisees 
and others who are critical of his concern for Matthew and 
his friends. They are spiritually sick. They may be 
experiencing symptoms, but they don’t know why.  They 
think they are healthy when they are really on a downward 
spiral.   Jesus would open our eyes to others around us 
and have us exhibit the same love and compassion. 


