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Monday, February 19                   Doing God’s Thing 
 

Reading:  Ephesians 2:1-10 

 
“ For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” 

  
There is an old joke about a church member who was 
always talking to the minister about the sins of others but 
was blind to his own.   One day a blizzard hit and this man 
and the minister were the only ones who showed up for 
church. The minister saw his opportunity and preached a 
blistering sermon about self-righteousness.  After the 
sermon was over, however, the man shook his hand and 
said, “Great sermon, Pastor.  You sure said what needed 
to be said!  If only they’d been here to hear it!” 
 
Ephesians 2 emphasizes that all of us are sinners in need 
of salvation.  Even if raised in the church, we all suffer 
from the fallen human inclination to want to do our own 
thing.  If left to ourselves we seek our profit, our pleasure 
and our own happiness above all. 
 
Christ came to save us from that ‘it’s all about me’ way of 
living.  He died that we might be forgiven for that sin.  We 
don’t do good things to earn his salvation.  As Paul 
powerfully states:  “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”   
 
But there is more.  We are not forgiven so that we can do 
our own thing.  God graciously calls us to be released 
from the trap of self-centeredness so that we can discover 
abundant life in doing His thing.  God created each of us 
with talents and abilities and before we were born he had 
plans for us.  These ‘good works’ are the part of his 
Kingdom agenda that we are uniquely placed to 
accomplish. He has planted us where we are. He calls us 
to follow him daily and do his deeds. Ask for his help to 
discover the meaning and joy of doing His ‘thing’! 



Tuesday, February 20                                        Me Too! 
 

Reading:  1 Peter 3:8-18 

“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if 

you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.” 

 

The effects of the ‘Me Too’ movement continue to be felt 
in the world around us. There are certainly positive 
consequences as those in positions of power take a hard 
look at their patterns of behaviour.  But there are also 
unintended consequences.  A recent survey of male 
managers found a sharp increase in those who would be 
reluctant to mentor female employees.  Some were even 
reluctant to share a taxi with a female worker. One 
commentator reacted by telling employers to ‘man up’ and 
continue to do the right thing by encouraging all 
employees regardless of gender. 
 
In his letter, Peter is writing to Christians who are being 
actively persecuted. They are tempted to pull back and 
‘hide their light under a bushel’.  It was a natural response 
for self-preservation. 
 
Peter challenges them to do better.  He notes that if they 
suffer for bad behavior, they deserve it.  In most cases 
people will not persecute others for acts of charity and 
compassion.  Those were the things that were winning 
thousands for the Kingdom of God.  And if, in some cases 
they did suffer for the cause of the gospel they would be 
blessed.  In the long run God will reward. 
 
We do not experience the level of persecution that 
believers did in the early church, but Christians in Canada 
are experiencing growing marginalization and at times 
overt discrimination.  This is a new phenomenon for many 
of us and it can be tempting to withdraw.  But Christ would 
have us do the opposite.  He would have us be overtly 
compassionate, doing good at every opportunity.  If we 
suffer for doing so in the name of Christ we will be 
blessed. 



Wednesday, February 21           Wrong-Way Shortcuts 
 

Reading:  Matthew 4:1-11 
 

“‘All this I will give you,’ the devil said,  

‘if you will bow down and worship me.’ 
 
The devil saved the best till last.  Jesus’ purpose was to 
win this rebellious planet back for God – to transform “the 
kingdom of this world into the Kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Christ”.  The devil was offering him a legitimate deal.  
In our rebellion against God we effectively gave him title to 
planet earth.  Now he offers that ownership to Jesus.  All  
the Son of Man, has to do is take the course that Adam 
took: follow the advice of the tempter, deny the 
sovereignty of God, and he will be King.   
 
As many preachers have put it, the temptation was to win 
the crown without the cross.  Avoid the pain and suffering.  
Take the shortcut to what you really want.  Surely it’s the 
goal that is important, not the means? 
 
It is always tempting to take a short-cut to victory.  Doing 
the right thing, God’s way, often seems a longer, harder 
road.  It often involves self-denial and self-sacrifice.  It 
may mean loneliness or sorrow.  If we can avoid that and 
find happiness some easier way, why not take it? 
 
In short, because it leads to destruction.  The easy way 
may mean short term pleasure but it leads to long term 
pain.  God calls us to keep the end in view. 
 
In Revelation 5 a scroll is revealed in heaven, bound and 
sealed.  Some commentators believe that scroll it the title 
deed to planet earth.  At first John weeps because no one 
is worthy to take and open the scroll.  But then Jesus, 
looking “like a lamb that was slain”, steps forward, claims 
and opens it.  He holds the title deed.  He paid for it 
legitimately with his own blood.  Christ did it the right way!   
He calls us to do the same. 



 Thursday, February 22               An Ironclad Guarantee 
 

Reading: Genesis 15:1-18   
 

“When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking brazier 

with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces.”   

  

To modern readers Genesis 15 seems like one of the 
most bizarre episodes to be found in the Bible. 
  
God had promised Abram that he would be the ancestor 
of a great and mighty nation and that his descendants 
would be as numerous as the stars in the sky or the sand 
on the seashore.  But years passed. Abram was an old 
man and he and Sara were still childless.  He was afraid 
that God’s promise would not be fulfilled. 
 
To reassure him, God had Abram take several sacrificial 
animals.  These were cut in half and placed in two parallel 
lines.  As Abram waited, a smoking brazier with a blazing 
torch passed between the dead animals as God repeated 
his promise. 
 
This strange passage reflects an ancient Mesopotamian 
covenant ceremony.  In effect the person was declaring, ‘if 
I fail to fulfill my promise, may I become like these slain 
animals!’ 
 
So God is taking an oath that if he fails to live up to his 
promise to Abram, God himself will die.  God, of course, 
cannot cease to exist, so it is an absolute guarantee that 
his promise will be kept. 
 
The Bible contains many promises of God’s care and 
faithfulness.  In the midst of difficulties we may be fearful 
and worry that God will not come through.  God wants us 
not to be afraid.  If he failed to fulfill his promises, God 
would cease to be God.  He cannot and will not let us 
down.  
 



Friday, February 23                      A Very Bad Idea 
 

 Genesis 16:1-6 

 

“…many tax collectors and sinners were having dinner with Jesus 

and his disciples.”    

 
Genesis 16 begins with another ancient custom that 
seems strange to modern readers.   
 
In the ancient Mideast, a barren wife might decide to 
provide children for her husband by having him sleep with 
one of her slaves.  The child would be a legal heir and it 
was socially acceptable in the time and place.   
 
Abram and Sara were tired of waiting.  They decided to 
take matters into their own hands.  Doesn’t ‘God help 
those who help themselves?’   
 
Their thinking made sense to them and to the world 
around them, but they were driven by fear.   In overcoming 
her own reluctance Sara may have thought she was being 
humble and heroic. But it was a very bad idea. The 
consequences were disastrous. 
 
In times of anxiety we too may be tempted to take a 
course of action which, deep down, we know isn’t right.  
We may find ways to justify it.  Others may concur.  But in 
the end doing things our own way or the world’s way is a 
bad idea.  It generally leads to unexpected consequences.   
 
As we deal with difficult situations we should strive to be 
honest with ourselves and God.  Is this an act of 
desperation?  Are we motivated by fear or other negative 
emotions?  Is the idea a bit too ‘cute’ or complicated to 
bring the intended result? 
 
Trusting is hard, but God’s ways are usually 
straightforward.  We are wise to stay on the ‘straight and 
narrow way’.      



 
Saturday, February 24             Good from Evil, Sort Of 

 
Reading:  Genesis 16:7-15 

 
“ Then the angel of the LORD told her, ‘Go back to your mistress and 

submit to her.’  The angel added, ‘I will increase your descendants so 

much that they will be too numerous to count.’” 

 
The immediate result of Sara’s slave becoming pregnant 
was that Hagar began to get ‘above herself’.  Sara was 
distraught and furious, blamed Abram and abused Hagar. 
Hagar fled into the desert where she was found by an 
angel of the Lord. 
 
There God made Hagar an offer. God would make her a 
matriarch in her own right.  Her son Ishmael would also be 
the father of a mighty people.  But there was a condition.  
She had to return and submit to Sara.  This meant not 
only going back to her life as a slave, it meant losing the 
‘attitude’ which had upset her mistress. 
 
Even though Hagar was very much the victim in this story, 
God was calling her to ‘take the high road’.  Only by doing 
what God wanted would she be blessed. 
 
Sometimes God calls on us to ‘tough it out’, as least for a 
season.  It may not be fair and we may feel victimized, but 
God may be wanting us to take the high road.  He may be 
asking us to forgive or turn the other cheek or ‘be the 
better person’.  In his time he will alter things and in the 
meantime he will enable us to be victors rather than 
victims. 
 
A secondary theme is that sin will result in a harvest of 
hurt.  The ill treatment of Hagar and Ishmael sowed seeds 
of resentment that have cursed the Middle East 
generation upon generation.  The strife between Jews and 
Arabs began in Genesis 16 and apparently it will not 
cease till Christ returns. 



   
 
 
 


