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Monday, March 5                   Vicarious Attainment 
 

Reading:  1 Corinthians 3:10-23 

 
“So then, no more boasting about human leaders! All things are 

yours.” 

  
Many people live vicariously through their heroes.  They 
may be political leaders, musicians, actors, sports figures 
or other prominent people.  I recall a history professor who 
visited the Scottish Hebrides in the 1970’s and stayed in 
the home of a Highland family.  The walls of their 
teenager’s room were decorated with pictures of 
prominent ministers of the Free Church of Scotland.  Very 
strange but true! 
 
The Church of Corinth was divided by the fans of 
prominent Apostles and Evangelists.  Some were for Paul, 
others for Apollos, still others for Peter and a fourth group 
tried to trump all the rest by claiming to be fans of Christ.  
It sounds like part of the dynamic was that they felt some 
sort of reflected glory as they touted the accomplishments 
of their favourite church leader.  As their hero prospered 
they felt proud and important. 
 
Paul notes that human wisdom and accomplishments are 
often trivial in the eyes of God.  The Greeks honoured 
philosophers, but many of their ideas were silly in the light 
of God’s truth.  Paul urged them to take pride in the fact 
that God had loved and chosen them.  God’s working in 
their humble lives was something to be excited about.  
They had all the riches of Christ available to them. 
 
Rather than focusing on the accomplishments of 
celebrities, superstars or other ‘gifted’ people, we are to 
find our identity in Christ and what he is doing in and 
through us.  Rejoice that many of these things may last for 
eternity.   
 
 



 Tuesday, March 6                                       Good to Go 
 

Reading:  Hebrews 9:23-28 

 
“Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he 

will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 

those who are waiting for him.’” 
 
Two other scriptures go along with today’s reading in the 
Lectionary:  Psalm 84 and 2 Chronicles 29.  Together with 
Hebrews 9 they present the reader with the pros and cons 
of the Old Testament life of the believer. 
 
On the one hand, Psalm 84 presents a warm, comforting 
picture of the Temple.  The Temple in Jerusalem was 
God’s dwelling and believers were invited to feel at home 
there.  It was a refuge from a hostile world.  The psalmist 
paints a picture of the sparrow nesting safely in its rafters.  
There the worshipper encounters God and receives love 
and strength.  “Better is one day in God’s house than a 
thousand elsewhere! 
 
On the other hand, 2 Chronicles and many other 
passages present the challenges of living rightly before 
God under the old covenant.  Cleansing from sin was a 
constant concern.  It involved ritual cleansings, sacrifices 
and time spent apart from God’s house as a ‘time-out’ for 
sin. Punishment for failure in these requirements was a 
stressful concern. 
 
To Jewish followers of Jesus, the writer to the Hebrews 
points out that this burden is no more.  Christ entered a 
heavenly sanctuary and offered himself as the once-for-all 
sacrifice for sin.  Freed of this burden, we are invited to all 
the benefits that Psalm 84 describes and more.  God 
wants us to live a life of joyful service in thanksgiving for 
his salvation, until that day when Christ returns to take us 
to our permanent homes in the rafters of heaven. 
 
 



Wednesday, March 7                     Making Room 
 

Reading:  Mark 11:15-19 
 

“And as he taught them, he said, ‘Is it not written: “My house will be 

called a house of prayer for all nations?’” 

 
The Temple in Jerusalem would rarely have been a place 
of quiet contemplation.  The crowds of pilgrims from all 
over the Empire, the bleating of animals brought in for 
sacrifice, the fires and incense and the noise of any 
number of rabbis, like Jesus, teaching their disciples 
would be a very different experience from the average 
Church service on Sunday morning. 
 
Jesus’ motive in driving the buyers and the sellers out of 
the Temple was not primarily because of the noise.  He 
notes that there was a fair bit of sharp practice going on 
and that it had become a ‘den of thieves’.  However, while 
serious, that was not his primary concern either. 
 
Jesus main problem with the Temple market was its 
location.  The priests had allowed the buyers and sellers 
to take over the court of the Gentiles.  This ‘outer court’ 
was the place where non-Jews were supposed to be 
welcomed to come and pray to the One True God.  It was 
more than just a vestibule or symbolic space.  Israel was 
to be a light to the Nations and this was to be their spiritual 
home.  In Jesus’ day this was impossible.  It would be like 
inviting an honoured guest to your house for the weekend 
and putting them up in a ‘guest’ room filled with unused 
furniture and toys. They had lost sight of God’s plan. 
 
In our spiritual lives and in our churches, is there ample, 
welcoming space for those whom God is trying to invite to 
Himself?  Can we take an extra effort to make those who 
don’t yet belong feel at home?  Can we be the space that 
says, ‘We’re delighted to have you here!’  Even if that 
takes extra time and/or effort? 
 



 
 Thursday, March 8                           She’s With Jesus 
 

Reading: Genesis 9:8-17  & Ephesians 1:3-6 
 

“He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love5 he predestined us for adoption to 

sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 

will”   

  

Churches that are part of the Lutheran and Calvinist 
traditions are known for the doctrine of predestination.  
Broadly speaking it argues that we do nothing to merit 
salvation. We should not even give ourselves credit for 
believing in Christ for that is something we cannot do 
without the work of the Holy Spirit.  Why God chooses 
some and not others is a mystery.   
 
However another way to understand predestination is laid 
out in the first few verses of Ephesians.  There the Apostle 
Paul, inspired by the Spirit, declares that God “chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world”.  “In Christ” is 
the important part. 
 
God knew before Creation that we human beings would 
turn away from him and go our own way. He created us 
anyway.  Because God also knew that, at just the right 
time he would send his Son into the world to redeem us 
and call us back to himself.  And “to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God” (John 1:12) 
 
Jesus’ coming was predestined before creation.  All who 
are ‘in’ with Christ are ‘in’ with God for eternal life.  
 
Picture someone trying to get into an exclusive club.  They 
are not recognized by security on the door. But then Jesus 
comes along and says, “It’s okay! They’re with me!” If you 
trust in Christ as Saviour you have been predestined since 
before the world began. 



Friday, March 9                              Angelic Counsel 
 

 Reading: Daniel 12:5-13 

 

‘‘’As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the 

end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.’”    

 
The statement above is poignant and wise.  The prophet 
Daniel had received a panoramic view of what God would 
do in the ages to come.  That vision looked forward 
particularly to the Day of the Lord when God will call ‘time’ 
on the tyranny of earthly rulers, end suffering and 
oppression and begin his direct rule in a new heaven and 
earth.  As the visions unveiled God’s future, the prophet’s 
cry was, “How long?” 
 
In response, the angel give Daniel a command and a 
wonderful promise.  First “go your way till the end”.  
Continue to strive for God’s will where you are, with the 
gifts he has given you.  Do you best with all your strength.  
Even if the activity seems small it matters to that person or 
that group that are helped.  Keep on being faithful.  It 
matters. 
 
Keep on doing that till your last breath.  Then ‘rest’.  We 
speak of death as ‘rest’ not because it means 
unconsciousness, but in the sense that we may rest from 
our labours.  We’ve done our bit.  With satisfaction and 
hope, we pass the baton to others. 
 
But there is more:  “you will rise to receive your allotted 
inheritance”.  This is life in glory.  When things are hard 
we need to remember that this life on earth is a mere 
parsec of eternity.  When we rise from death we will truly 
begin to live in a fashion we can only dream about now.   
 
That future inheritance is worth waiting for and it should 
help us not to become weary in well doing.  The Day of 
the Lord will come.  
 



Saturday, March 10               Embracing the New Birth           
 

Reading:  John 3:1-13 
 

“ ‘The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 

cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 

everyone born of the Spirit.’” 

 
Billy Graham passed away on February 21st at the age of 
ninety-nine.  He was undoubtedly the well-known religious 
leader of the twentieth century and he made “born-again 
Christian” a common term.   
 
Unfortunately, in the past few decades the label has fallen 
into disrepute.  Some see being ‘born again’ as a 
dramatic, emotional religious experience that they want to 
avoid.  For others it is also a label for people who are 
intolerant fundamentalists.  Neither of those concepts 
reflect what Jesus or Billy taught. 
 
In John 3, a religious leader named Nicodemus was 
looking for assurance.  He wanted to know if God truly 
loved him and accepted him.  He wanted assurance that 
he would go to heaven when this life is over. 
 
Jesus responded by offering him ‘new birth’.  If Nicodemus 
put his trust in Christ and followed him, he would be born 
again.  God would forgive him for all his sins and he would 
plant the Holy Spirit within him.  That ‘DNA of God’ in the 
soul of man is that what enables Christians to be different.  
The Spirit helps us to believe and opens up the truths and 
guidance of God to our hearts and minds. He helps us to 
become more like Jesus. He gives us gifts and shows us 
ways that we can serve to help bless others and build 
God’s Kingdom. 
 
For many who struggle with faith and come to a definite 
decision to cross over to Christ, it is a memorable and 
sometimes dramatic event.  But for others it may be a 
gradual, evolutionary thing.  As Jesus said, you can’t see 



the wind, but you can see or sense its effects.  If you have 
that living faith connection to Jesus, you’ve been born 
again. 
 
At the end of Billy Graham crusades, people would come 
forward who weren’t sure if they were born again.  The 
advice to them was that it never hurts to make sure.  It is 
always safe to pray a prayer something like this one that  
Billy would share: 
 

"Dear God, 
I know I’m a sinner, and I ask for your 
forgiveness. 
I believe Jesus Christ is Your Son. I believe that 
He died for my sin and that you raised Him to life. 
I want to trust Him as my Saviour and follow Him 
as Lord, from this day forward.  
Guide my life and help me to do your will. 
I pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen." 
 

 


