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Monday, March 19         The Glory of the One True God 
 

Reading:  Isaiah 43:8-13; 2 Cor. 3:4-11 

 
“If the ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how much 

more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!” 

  
As the election campaign gets underway we can expect 
lots of negative advertising.  This party is ‘scary’, that party 
can’t be trusted and so on.  Apparently putting down the 
other side is effective, probably because it plays to 
prejudices that people already hold. 
 
Isaiah 48 makes exclusive claims for the one true God.  
There have been and never will be any other deities.  
There is no one else who can provide salvation. 
 
In our culture many would use such ‘intolerance’ as an 
excuse to dismiss the Biblical witness.  But note the 
argument that God makes.  Those he addresses have 
been following other gods and disaster has struck.  Did 
they get any warning from the prophets of Baal?  Any help 
from those gods when the Babylonians attacked?  How is 
their religion or non-religion working for them? 
 
Paul makes a similar comparison of the old covenant to 
the new.  The Law of Moses was strong on rules and 
condemnation.  Religion was felt to be a burden.  By 
contrast, Christianity stresses the grace, love and freedom 
that God offers us in Christ. 
 
Sometimes people want to draw us out by questioning 
what we believe about other religions or alternative 
lifestyles and so on.  If they can label us as intolerant it 
makes them comfortable to dismiss Christianity.   
 
A better response is to be able to share the blessings we 
have found in Christ.  If people are open to taking a closer 
look, God’s truth and love can speak for themselves. 
 



 Tuesday, March 20                 We Are Still Responsible   
 

Reading:  Acts 2:14-24 

 
“‘This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men put him to death 

by nailing him to the cross.’” 

 
In this passage, Peter is preaching in Jerusalem fifty-two 
days after the crucifixion.  It is Pentecost and many of the 
same people who had been there for Passover, crying 
‘Crucify him!’, were back in town.  God’s Spirit, through 
Peter is speaking directly to them. 
 
First, there is good news.  The days prophesied long 
before have arrived.  God is pouring out his Spirit on his 
people, young and old.  Salvation has come through the 
sacrifice of Christ “by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge.” 
 
In his divine providence, God has been controlling all of 
these events.  The plan was that Christ would die for the 
sins of the world.  To accomplish that God used “wicked 
men” and their own sin.  But they were still responsible.  
They still needed to be convicted of their wrongdoing and 
respond to the call to repentance that Peter was about to 
give. 
 
God can and does use our sins for his own purposes.  He 
‘works all things together for good’.  But this does not 
absolve us of responsibility.  We still need to see the 
wrongs that we do and appreciate the hurts that we cause.  
Like the people of Israel who put Christ on the cross, we 
did it. 
 
But there is genuine comfort that follows genuine 
repentance.  If we too are ‘cut to the heart’ and ask God to 
forgive, he does.  He puts us back on our feet, blesses us 
with his Spirit and walks with us in a new direction.  
 



Wednesday, March 21          Darkness before the Dawn 

 
Reading:  Haggai 2:1-9, 20-23 

 
“’Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the Lord, ’and work. 

For I am with you’, declares the Lord Almighty.” 

 
I recently joined a book study with half a dozen other 
ministers who are discussing “Leaving Christianity:  
Changing Allegiances in Canada since 1945”.  It notes 
that churches of almost all denominations have been 
affected by the shift away from organized religion and 
offers some ideas on why this has taken place. 
 
To those who are discouraged by the drift away from 
Christian commitment over the past two or three 
generations, God offers a word of encouragement through 
the prophet Haggai. 
 
In his time, spiritual darkness had fallen upon Israel.  The 
elites of Israelite society had abandoned the one true God 
and had been taken into captivity in Babylon.  Only a 
remnant were left in the land of Israel.  The glorious 
Temple of Solomon had been destroyed and the restored 
Temple was a shadow of its former self.  The faithful were 
discouraged. 
 
But God reminded the remnant that he had plans to 
restore his Name in Israel.  It was dark, but it is always 
darkest before the dawn.  “In a little while” God would act 
to establish faith in himself once again and restore the 
nation.  In the meantime all the people of the land were to 
“be strong and work” for God was with them. 
 
We do not know what the future will be like, but God is in 
control.  He is able to pour out the Spirit and bring 
renewal.  In days to come a revived Church may be very 
different from the past and present.  In the meantime the 
remnant is to be strong and work.  We are part of God’s 
plan. 



 Thursday, March 22                          Matzo and Paska 
 

Reading: Deuteronomy 16:1-8 
 

“Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, but for seven days eat 

unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, because you left Egypt in 

haste.” 

  

This year the beginning of Passover falls on Palm Sunday.  
In the days leading up to this most important of all Jewish 
holidays, homemakers will carefully remove all yeast and 
products containing yeast from their homes.  In the Bible, 
yeast most often represents sin so its removal represents 
repentance and the cleansing of sin from one’s life before 
celebrating God’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt.   
 
Matzo or unleavened bread is the only kind to be eaten 
during the seven days of Passover.  It is a reminder of the 
haste in which they left Egypt when God delivered them.   
Evil, suffering and sin are to be left behind. 
 
By contrast, paska, or Easter Bread is filled with yeast. It 
is allowed to rise three times, to represent Jesus’ being 
raised on the third day.  In one parable Jesus likened the 
kingdom of God to a large amount of flour into which a 
woman added yeast so that it spread throughout the 
whole lump of dough.  In that instance yeast represents 
the resurrection life of the gospel that spreads invisibly 
though our lives and through the world, growing the 
kingdom for God’s glory. 
 
Just as yeast is transformed in the Bible from a negative 
thing to a positive thing, God desires to do a transforming 
work in us.  He wants to turn our weaknesses into 
strengths.  He would change our selfishness into selfless 
service, pride into humility, resentment into appreciation, 
hate into love. 
 
Lent is a season to set the negative aside and let the 
transforming power of the good news work within us. 



Friday, March 23                                     Starlight 
 

 Reading: Philippians 2:12-18 

 

“Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may 

become blameless and pure, ‘children of God without fault in a 

warped and crooked generation.’ Then you will shine among them 

like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of life.” 

 
While in university one of our children spent several 
summers doing factory work to earn money for school.  
The work was repetitive and boring.  Grumbling in such a 
situation can be commonplace. People grumble about the 
job, coworkers, management, family and on and one. 
They argue that they are always getting the short end.  
Nothing ever seems to be going right for them. 
 
However some people, one in particular in this case, had 
a different outlook on life.  This person was always smiling 
and upbeat.  She never put down the bosses or fellow 
workers.  She did any job without complaining and went 
out of her way to encourage those who were learning to 
do things.  She was literally like a star shining in a place 
that often seemed negative and gloomy. 
 
Note that the Bible commands us to do EVERYTHING 
without grumbling or arguing.  Not just the pleasant tasks 
or the ones where we get lots of appreciation.  Everything. 
 
If we are positive when others are negative, cheerful when 
others are gloomy or willing when others are unwilling it 
can have a positive effect on the group or the situation.  
We may breathe life into others and bless them in ways 
that we don’t know. 
 
The Son of God is the source of our life and hope.  He 
calls on us to be starlight.   
 
 
 



Saturday, March 24                                       Ask Boldly           
 

Reading:  Mark 10:46-52 
 

“The blind man said, ‘Rabbi, I want to see.’ 

 ‘Go,’ said Jesus, ‘your faith has healed you.’ Immediately he 

received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.” 

 
Just Palm Sunday, Jesus passed by Jericho.  The crowds 
were huge and growing and this was when Bartimaeus 
started to shout for Christ’s attention. 
 
His cry was bold yet humble. He made no claims of 
holiness.  He did not complain about his plight.  He just 
asked for grace. 
 
He was bold in his declaration of faith:  ‘Son of David! 
Messiah!’  He was blind but his spiritual insight was 
second to none.  And he cried out again and again.  
 
The reaction of the crowd was amusing.  They seem to be 
been displaced Britons because they kept trying to shush 
his loud declarations of faith.  They found his public 
conduct unseemly!  But when Jesus called him forward 
they said, ‘Cheer up!’   Ironic, since they were the ones 
who had just been discouraging him! 
 
When he stood before Jesus and the Saviour asked “What 
do you want me to do for you?”, Bartimaeus pulled no 
punches:  “Teacher, I want to see!”   He knew what he 
wanted.  He asked for physical sight as clear as his 
spiritual sight.  He got it. 
 
Finally, when Jesus told him, “Go, your faith has healed 
you,”, Bartimaeus was impudently loyal.  He didn’t go, he 
went.  He followed Jesus down the road.  He was now a 
loyal retainer of the King. 
 
God give me faith like Bartimaeus!  Faith that is bold and 
loyal and irrespresible! 



 


