
Lenten Devotionals – 2019 
 

Wednesday, March 6    No Stumbling-blocks 
Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:29 – 6:10 

 
“We entreat you on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God!” 

 
Politicians and those in the media revel in the ‘gotcha’ 
moment.  They love to catch an opponent or celebrity 
saying or doing something disreputable so they can 
discredit them and what they stand for. 
 
In this passage, Paul points out that he and his associates 
have gone out of their way to make sure that they are not 
putting any obstacles to people coming to faith in Christ.  
In their time in Corinth they have lived with the utmost 
integrity.  They have been careful about their speaking 
and their actions.  They have endured suffering and 
persecution with patience, dignity and hope.  They have 
avoided financial wrongdoing or any activities that could 
be misconstrued as taking advantage of others.  They 
would rather suffer wrong than do wrong. 
 
The season of Lent is traditionally one of self-examination 
and spiritual renewal.  With the help of the Spirit we are 
asked to examine our lives to see if we have been straying 
from the life which Christ wants for us.  This is not just for 
our good but for the spiritual well-being of others as well. 
 
People sometimes point to the hypocrisy of Christians as 
a reason for their own inability to believe.  Sometimes this 
is just an excuse but sometimes it is a genuine obstacle to 
faith. 
 
God calls us to examine ourselves.  Do our words or 
deeds exhibit selfishness, anger, pride, resentment or 
other attitudes that belie our claim to be followers of 
Jesus?  Can ‘today’ be the day God begins to work his 
salvation-change in these areas so that others may see 
that Christ makes a real difference? 



Thursday, March 7                   Pressing Forward 
Reading:  Philippians 3:2-12 

 
“I press on to take hold of that for which                                      

Christ Jesus took hold of me.” 

 
Walking faithfully with Christ doesn’t just remove 
stumbling-blocks for others.  It is also a great blessing to 
us. 
 
Imagine an NHL scout is watching a Junior A game.  He 
takes note of a player that is still young and raw but 
seems to have potential.  They aren’t ready for the big 
league but if they are willing to listen to the coaches in the 
farm team and dedicate themselves to practicing hard, 
they could be at some point in the future.  So the scout 
signs up the young player and gives him a chance to be 
great. 
 
Paul says that he is pressing on to take hold of that for 
which Christ Jesus had taken hold of him.  He is dedicated 
to experiencing all that Christ has in mind for him.  He 
wants to live in the riches of God’s grace.  He wants to 
experience the peace that passes understanding and joy 
in all circumstances.  He wants to be used effectively by 
God to win others to Christ, build them up in the faith and 
so invest in treasure in heaven.  He wants to experience 
the caring of Christian fellowship and worship that lifts him 
above earthly trials.  He wants to see what unexpected 
things God may do. 
 
Dedicating oneself to walking with Christ daily and 
growing in the faith requires commitment and effort but the 
rewards are worth it.  As Paul notes it also requires 
participating in the sufferings of Christ, but that leads to 
experience his resurrection power of new life and hope. 
“Pressing on” is challenging, but it leads to abundant life. 
 
 
 



Friday, March 8                       A Check to Pride 
Reading: Acts 7:35-42 

 
“‘This is the same Moses they had rejected with the words, ‘Who 

made you ruler and judge?’” 
 

The answer to the question above is, “Well God, actually!” 
 
Acts 7 points out that the Israelites questioned Moses’ 
authority in the wilderness in spite of the fact that he had 
performed many miracles to overcome Pharaoh, had 
parted and led them through the Red Sea and had 
provided water and food in the desert by the power of 
God.  Ignoring those credentials, they raised the childish 
protest, ‘You aren’t the boss of me!’ 
 
Many generations later that same attitude led to the 
crucifixion of Christ and it is rampant in our time. We 
humans want to be in charge of our own lives and we 
often make wrong choices because we don’t like others 
with more wisdom, experience or authority pointing things 
out to us.  This is the case even when that wisdom comes 
from the Bible. 
 
The people of Exodus generation were often their own 
worst enemies and we can be the same.  When it comes 
to life decisions to whom do we listen?  Celebrities?  
Internet lifestyle coaches?  Our friends?   
 
Are we especially resistant to people we might not want to 
be right:  our parents or spouse or boss?  Do we gravitate 
to an echo chamber that just affirms our thoughts and 
desires or are we open to voices that might challenge us? 
Do we read the Bible on a daily basis to give God the 
opportunity to encourage us or challenge us or nudge us 
in the right direction as situations arise? 
 
If we truly want God to guide us we need to be willing to 
lay down our pride and be open to his voice.  We need to 
“have ears to hear”.  



Saturday, March 9                    A Time for Everything 
Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

“There is a time for everything and                                                           

a season for every activity under heaven.” 

                                                              

The reading for today is somewhat familiar due to the hit 
‘60’s song recorded by the Byrds and its frequent use at 
funerals.  The latter context, however, may give the 
scripture a rather gloomy tone. 
 
It is true that there is a time to die, weep, mourn, give up 
and so on.  We live in a time that suggests that pleasure, 
prosperity, good health, long life, etc. are fundamental 
human rights.  It is good to be reminded that in the present 
world times of sorrow, illness, struggle, death, etc. will 
come into our lives.  These things are all within God’s 
control and in the midst of them he makes his presence, 
strength, love and courage available to us.  Such times 
are far from easy but God will walk with us in the midst of 
them. 
 
But the Scripture also notes that there are times of birth, 
planting, building, laughter, dancing, embracing, love and 
so on.  These truths are meant to give us hope and 
inspiration.   
 
If you are in the midst of a time of loss or loneliness, new 
relationships may be in the future.  If this is a time of 
conflict, reconciliation and peace may be around the 
corner.  If this is a time of scarcity, your ship may be about 
to come in. 
 
Lent is not a time to make Christians feel bad.  It is a time 
to strengthen our connection with Christ in the midst of all 
the ups and downs of life.  Good Friday is followed by 
Easter.  Sorrow can give way to unexpected sources of 
joy. Whether the way is currently dark or bright Christ calls 
us to stay close to him. 
 


