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Monday, March 11          What Do You Trust? 
Reading:  1 Chronicles 21:1-17 

 
“Satan rose up against Israel and                                                 

incited David to take a census of Israel”       

  
Elsewhere in the Bible rulers like Moses are commanded 
to take a census of Israel, particularly men of fighting age, 
and do so without incurring any guilt before God.  Why is 
David judged so harshly for taking a census in this 
instance? 
 
The answer seems to be written between the lines in 
Joab’s reaction.  As commander of Israel’s armies, he and 
David have won many battles against the odds. Their 
successes have not been due to the size of the army or 
the quality of armaments. God has been their not-so-
secret weapon. 
 
Joab appears to discern that David’s faith and courage are 
faltering.  After many years he seems to be war-weary.  
As warrior, king and Psalmist David has been the 
advocate of trusting God rather than the odds. Now his 
faith is faltering and this is a bad example for the people. 
 
Does weariness in well- doing sometimes cause us to look 
for alternative sources of security? Do we sometimes feel 
that we can no longer cope with uncertainty or challenges 
the way we used to?  Do we persist in a questionable 
course of conduct even when challenged by those who 
care?  
 
Even the greatest saints can falter. The most faithful can 
experience doubt.  We do well to listen to the voices of 
conscience inside and out.  Obedience to God can 
prevent the heartbreak of going the wrong way. 
 
May God give us ‘Joabs’ with the courage to speak up.  
May we have the wisdom and humility to listen to them. 
   



Tuesday,  March 12                              Hedonism 
Reading: 2 Peter 2:4-21 

 

“They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of 

depravity – for ‘people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 

 

At our Bible study on March 25th we’ll be looking at the 
Ravi Zacharias video on ‘Hedonism’ and how that is a 
popular worldview in our secular society.  In a world where 
many do not believe in God or in any meaningful 
connection with a Higher Power, people may choose to 
embrace the pursuit of pleasure as the goal of life.  ‘Eat, 
drink and be merry’ was the philosophy espoused by 
Epicurus in the ancient world.  “We’re here for a good 
time, not a long time’ is the modern equivalent. 
 
Peter’s letter indicates that in some fashion, hedonism had 
crept into the church in the first century.  False teachers 
may have argued that since Christ has paid the penalty for 
all of our sins, we can do anything we want.  Rather than 
courting persecution from the pagan majority they 
advocated going with the flow.  It is not hard to understand 
why this was a popular message. 
 
While Christians are not called to be legalistic, self-
righteous kill-joys we need to be discerning about the 
pursuit of pleasure as a major reason for living.  As Peter 
notes, we become “slaves” of whatever masters us.  The 
truth of that statement is obvious when it comes to things 
like alcohol or drugs but other pleasures in this life can 
draw us in and then lose their lustre and leave us feeling 
empty.   Relationships, travel, hobbies, work, etc. are all 
good things but they cannot fill the role of our main reason 
for living.  Abundant life is found in walking with Christ. 
 
Have we drifted off course in what we pursue to make us 
happy?  Do we need to break away from some attitude or 
lifestyle to experience genuine freedom?  Can we have 
the courage to ask Christ to set us free? 

 



Wednesday, March 13           When Good People Suffer 
Reading:  Job 1 

 

“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” 

 
Many Bible scholars believe that Job is the oldest book in 
the Bible.  Its setting is in the ancient Near East in or 
before the time of Abraham and it deals with the most 
ancient and enduring question of the human condition:  
the problem of pain.  Why do bad things happen to good 
people?   
 
The book of Job is long and rather challenging to most of 
us, but it makes a few profound points. 
 
First, suffering is not necessarily punishment for sin.  
Again and again Job’s friends argue that God only 
punishes the wicked.  If Job discerns and confesses his 
sin, God will forgive and bless him once again.  God steps 
in to declare this is a lie.  Bad things do happen to good 
people.  God loves and respects Job. 
 
Secondly, God is in control and watches over the lives of 
those who love and serve him.  Job’s suffering is not only 
in his control, he actively permits it.  He is not weak or 
unloving.  God is intensely interested in us in the midst of 
troubles and trials. 
 
Thirdly, there is a purpose in this suffering.  The opening 
chapters set the stage and the reader can see the point of 
it all.  That reasoning may not seem reasonable, but in 
God’s wisdom there is a reason. 
 
Finally, in this life, Job does not get to know the ‘why’ of it 
all.  The reader knows but God does not disclose it to Job 
himself.  Job does not try to come up with reasons or 
platitudes to explain his suffering.  He just trusts.  He 
makes his complaint to God again and again, but he does 
not reject or curse God.  He clings to God in faith and 
desperate hope.  Sometimes that is all we can do. 



 Thursday, March 14                           Family Feud   
Reading:  Genesis 13:1-7, 14-18 

 
“’Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, 

 for I am giving it to you.’”  

 
Recently I stumbled into a conflict between two distant 
relatives. I hadn’t had any contact with them since their 
mother past away.  Apparently the understanding was that 
the inheritance was to be divided equally between the 
brother and sister but through some means or another he 
scooped up almost everything.  They no longer talk and 
other relatives are divided between them. 
 
In Genesis 13 the good news is that Abraham and his 
nephew, Lot, have both been blessed by God.  The bad 
news is that their flocks are so large that they can no 
longer live together.  They decide to separate and 
Abraham offers Lot first choice of where to live.  Lot looks 
at the well-watered, lush grasslands at the southern end of 
the Jordan and scoops it for himself. 
 
Abraham must have been tempted to resent that self-
centered choice.  As the head of the family, Lot should 
have deferred to him.  He was left with the drier upper 
grasslands.  But in the aftermath of Lot’s departure God 
appeared.  He told Abraham to walk through the whole 
length and breadth of the land for God was giving it all to 
him.  His inheritance was not just a ranch, it was a 
country. 
 
Have you been cheated by someone close to you?  A 
friend or relative or business partner?  Has it caused you 
to become resentful?  Has it poisoned relationships with 
others? 
 
God is the true and final arbiter.  Leave the situation with 
him.  God sees all and has the power to make things right. 
He can more than compensate for what you may have 
lost. 



Friday, March 15                            Living Free 
 Genesis 14:17-24 

 

“’I will accept nothing belonging to you… so that you                     

will never be able to say, “I made Abram rich.”’” 
 
In Abraham’s time, Canaan was divided into numerous 
city-states governed by various ‘kings’ who were often 
dominated by more powerful neighbours.  Genesis 14 
recounts a rebellion by the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah 
against their overlord. In response they were conquered, 
their cities were sacked and many of their people were 
taken captive, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 
 
In a scene like an old John Wayne movie, Abraham 
gathered a posse, defeated the raiders and rescued all the 
captives and loot.  The king of Sodom encouraged 
Abraham to keep the wealth for himself as a reward, but 
Abraham declined.  To accept would have made him a 
client of Sodom.  He wanted no one to say that that 
corrupt place had made him rich.  He returned to the king 
what was rightfully his.  He treated him with respect and 
justice, but that did not mean he wanted an alliance. 
 
Sometimes it costs to stand up for our principles.  
Sometimes it can be complicated.  We rub shoulders with 
all sorts of people.  We may have to do business or 
interact socially with some whose ethics or lifestyles we 
question.  God calls us to treat them with justice, respect 
and generosity, but it does not mean we have to move in 
with them.  Lot made that mistake and it cost him dearly. 
 
God calls us to be in this fallen world, but not to be ‘of’ it. 
At times this feels like walking a tightrope.  It can seem 
easier to just denounce and separate ourselves from 
people and institutions but in many cases that is not what 
God wants. He wants us to be salt and light.  At times he 
wants us to stand up for others with whom we may 
disagree.  It can be hard to discern but in those situations 
God can give us wisdom to be both righteous and loving. 



Saturday, March 16                   Discerning God’s Ways 
Reading:  Psalm 27 

 
“The LORD is my light and salvation – whom shall I fear?”  

 
Living with righteousness and grace in a world that pushes 
compromise, dealing with injustice close to home, 
wrestling  with our own insecurities – these are just some 
areas where we need God’s wisdom and guidance.  The 
Psalmist bids us ‘seek God’s face’.  How do we do that? 
 
First, we must genuinely want to do what God wants, 
regardless of whether we like it or not.  God’s will is not 
always the way of suffering, but sometimes it is difficult.  
Our tendency is to want God to bless our desires.  We 
need to be sceptical of that path and genuinely open to 
what God wants.  We need to be able to sincerely say to 
God, ‘Thy will be done’. 
 
Secondly we need to read the Bible.  I read about a 
women whose life was in shambles after her husband 
abandoned her. The grief and stress was incredible.  A 
friend advised her to ‘soak’ in the Bible. She started read-
ing significant amounts of scripture every day.  It gradually 
changed her worldview.  She was not alone.  God was in 
charge of her future. The Bible is not a Magic 8 Ball.  We 
need to be wary of picking verses that support our desires.  
Instead we need to let it speak to us in humility. 
 
We also need to seek wise counsel.  We may have inner 
promptings we think are from God.  On our own those 
things may be just an echo chamber of our own thoughts.  
Sharing with wise, experienced fellow Christians in a 
discreet way may help to confirm or check our inclinations. 
 
And we need to wait upon God. It is hard to be patient, 
especially when a situation is uncomfortable.  However 
rushing ahead without God usually makes things worse.  
Seeking God’s face – discerning what Christ would do and 
have us do often takes time, but it is worth it. 



St. Patrick’s Breastplate 
(an ancient Irish prayer - abbreviated) 

 

I arise today Through the strength of Christ's birth with His baptism, 

Through the strength of His crucifixion with His burial, 

Through the strength of His resurrection with His ascension, 

Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom. 

 

I arise today Through the strength of the love of cherubim, 

In the obedience of angels, In the service of archangels, 

In the hope of resurrection to meet with reward, 

In the prayers of patriarchs, In the predictions of prophets, 

In the preaching of apostles, In the faith of confessors, 

In the innocence of holy virgins, In the deeds of righteous men. 

 

I arise today, through The strength of heaven, 

The light of the sun, The radiance of the moon, 

The splendor of fire, The speed of lightning, 

The swiftness of wind, The depth of the sea, 

The stability of the earth, The firmness of rock. 

 

I arise today, through God's strength to pilot me, 

God's might to uphold me, God's wisdom to guide me, 

God's eye to look before me, God's ear to hear me, 

God's word to speak for me, God's hand to guard me, 

God's shield to protect me, God's host to save me 

From snares of devils, From temptation of vices, 

From everyone who shall wish me ill, afar and near. 

 

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, 

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, 

Christ when I sit down, Christ when I arise, 

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 

Christ in every eye that sees me, 

Christ in every ear that hears me. 

 

I arise today Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, 

Through belief in the Threeness, Through confession of the Oneness 

of the Creator of creation. 


