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Monday, March 25               Give God the Confusion 
 

Reading:  Psalm 39:1-17 

 
“‘‘But now, Lord, what do I look for? 

    My hope is in you.”       

 
Psalm 39 reflects the confusion we often feel when 
hardship enters our lives. The Psalmist’s thoughts and 
emotions are all over the map. 
 
On the one hand, he is careful to honour God. He does 
not voice his feelings in front of the wicked because he 
does not want to justify their lack of faith. 
 
On the other hand he is at the end of his rope. It feels as 
though his life is slipping through his fingers. All that he 
has worked for is being lost. Is there any point in trying 
anymore? 
 
He believes that afflictions are often God’s way of bringing 
needed change in our lives. For what sins is he being 
punished? What does he need to learn? Can’t God just 
cease and desist? Leave him be to find new happiness? 
 
And there is alienation. He feels as though God has 
become a stranger to him:  just someone that he used to 
know. 
 
But underneath the jumble of words and feelings there is a 
foundation of faith. “My hope is in you.”  Even the act of 
being upset with God is an expression of faith. And at the 
end of our rope is where we often find him. 
 
When in the grip of confusion and anguish one of the best 
things we can do is give that confusion to God. He can 
handle it. In most respects, we can’t. And the things we 
might do to resolve matters may very well make things 
worse. John Milton wrote, “they also serve who only stand 
and wait”. The same might be said of trusting God. 



Tuesday,  March 26                           God’s Law Within 
 

Reading: Romans 2:12-16 

 

“Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things 

required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they 

do not have the law.” 

 
German philosopher Immanuel Kant argued for the 
existence of a righteous God on the basis of human 
morality. He noted that humans, in virtually all cultures, 
have a sense that some things ought to be done and 
others ought not to be done. Since that quest for justice is 
often frustrated in this life, there must be an afterlife in 
which things are made right. Those innate desires argue 
for the existence of a just God. 
 
In Romans, Paul argues that innate human morality is a 
sign that we are all responsible to God for the lives we 
lead.  Those who have been taught the Old Testament 
Law have an obvious responsibility to live the way God 
wants. However the Gentiles cannot be absolved by virtue 
of being ignorant of the law. All of us have a conscience 
which we ought to follow. We will be judged according to 
the way we have lived as well as the light we have. 
 
When someone passes away who has given strong 
evidence of faith by their words and deeds we have a 
wonderful assurance that they are with the Lord. However 
sometimes we fret because we are not so sure. This is 
something that we need to leave in the hands of a just and 
loving God.  God alone knows what ‘light’ we have had 
and God alone knows our ‘secrets’.   
 
Judgement should be left with God and God alone. He 
can be trusted to make the right call. 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, March 27           Eyes on the Prize 
 

Reading:  Numbers 13:17-27 
 

“‘We went into the land to which you sent us,                                                 

and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit.’” 

 

At God’s command, Moses sent a ‘search committee’ into 
the Promised Land to bring back a report about the fertility 
of the land, its crops and its inhabitants. After a thorough 
search they brought back an enthusiastic overview of 
Canaan as a ‘land of milk and honey’, just as God had 
promised. If they had stopped there and kept their ‘eyes 
on the prize’ they would have done well. 
 
Instead the majority went on to describe the inhabitants of 
the land in terrifying terms. They were strong and well-
armed. Their cities were unassailable fortresses. Some of 
the people were descended from semi-divine giants! 
Panic spread through and Israel once again rebelled 
against Moses and against God. This was the final straw 
that led to spending forty years in the wilderness until that 
generation died out. 
 
As you look back on your life, were they times when the 
prize looked good but the obstacles looked bigger?  Did 
you turn away because it looked like the ‘sensible’ thing to 
do? 
 
Is something in front of you right now that looks good, but 
there is a possibility of failure?  Do you lie awake at night 
running through all the worst case scenarios? 
 
The number and/or size of the challenges is not the 
determining factor in whether something is God’s will.  
God’s power and leading are the determining factor. Fix 
your eyes on the giant grapes not the giants with hairy 
legs.  
 
 



 Thursday, March 28                         The Stories We Tell                 
Reading: Joshua 4:1-13 

 

“ tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the 

Jordan were cut off.”  

 
When children asked about the pile of rocks by the 
Jordan, parents or grandparents were to tell the story of 
how God stopped the Jordan River and led his people into 
the Promised Land. Some stories are life-shaping. 
 
My dad was a building inspector. I always thought the job 
was boring and frustrating. Enforcing the building code 
can be picky and often makes more enemies than friends.  
 
But one day, about a year before he died, Dad and I were 
talking in the back yard. Something reminded him of an 
incident way back in the 1960’s.  A young farmer from the 
Holland Marsh came into his office with a rough plan for 
an addition to his house. It was small, he had a whole 
bunch of kids and now his (or her?) parents had come to 
live with them from the old country.  Family life had 
become a nightmare due to the overcrowding. 
 
Dad looked at the sketch and it violated a bunch of by-
laws. When he told the farmer he couldn’t build it, the 
young man broke down completely.  He was a wreck. 
 
Dad took a new piece of paper and sketched out a 
different plan – one that would fit the Code. He gave it to 
him along with a building permit. The farmer left happy 
and hopeful. 
 
I drove home that day with a whole new perspective on 
my Dad and some occupations.  No matter what we are 
doing we have an opportunity to make a difference.  
 
We need to hear those stories about our family and 
friends. They may be life-shaping.  



Friday, March 29                                       Crazy? 
 2 Corinthians 5:6-15 

 

“If we are ‘out of our mind,’ as some say, it is for God; if we are in 

our right mind, it is for you.” 
 
Recently someone loaned me a book on the ‘Home 
Children’ who were sent from the slums of Britain to work 
on farms and in homes in Canada from the 1870’s to the 
outbreak of the Depression. Since the majority were sent 
out by Doctor Bernardo, the book includes a rather full 
biography of that rather controversial gentleman. 
 
Bernardo was dramatically converted to Christ as a young 
man. Rejected for the mission field in China, he turned his 
attention to orphan children in the East End of London.  
He took some home to live with him and found a building 
which he established as an orphanage.  After an incident 
in which a young boy who was turned away for lack of 
space turned up dead in the street, Bernardo vowed to 
never again turn away a child. His orphanages multiplied 
and he founded schools and training courses. Eventually 
the sheer magnitude of the need led to sending children to 
Canada to live with people who applied to take them in. 
 
In his lifetime Bernardo was either loved or hated.  The 
children loved him and the care that they received in his 
homes.  Many benefactors supported his work with 
generous backing.  But he was also slandered by 
competitors jealous of his success.  In Canada he had the 
backing of the government but trade unionists accused 
him of taking jobs away from working men. Newspapers 
accused him of flooding Canada with criminals and mental 
degenerates.  
 
In hindsight there were many difficulties with the project 
but also many blessings and good intentions.  Unjust 
criticism often follows those who are zealous for God and 
for the less fortunate.  Being a little ‘crazy’ can be a good 
thing in God’s sight. 



Saturday, March 30               Come Clean to Get Clean 
Reading:  Psalm 32 

 
“Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them 

    and in whose spirit is no deceit.” 

 
“It’s not the crime, it’s the cover-up” has become a truism 
in politics and journalism since the days of Watergate.  It 
wasn’t the third-rate burglary that cost Nixon the 
presidency, it was his manipulating and lying. 
 
As King of Israel, David could have given him some sage 
advice.  In Psalm 32 he recounts how for a period of time 
he tried to cover-up his sin.  It may have been his affair 
with Bathsheba and arranging the death of her husband 
but regardless of the specific cause it left him wracked 
with guilt. He probably feared public exposure and that he 
could lose the kingship but of the greatest importance was 
that he was on the ‘outs’ with God.  From the day he slew 
Goliath through all the years of being hunted in the 
wilderness and fighting Israel’s enemies, God had been 
the source of his power.  On his own he was nothing.  And 
in his own eyes he had lost the moral authority to rule. 
 
But then things began to turn around.  First, he confessed 
his sin to God and to his surprise, found grace.  God 
forgave him for what he had done.  This lifted the 
oppressive burden of guilt. 
 
Secondly, God protected him from trouble and surrounded 
him with songs of deliverance. There were consequences 
to be paid for his sin, but God helped to sort things out.  
Things were not nearly as bad as he had feared.   
 
Thirdly, God “instructed him and taught him in the way he 
should go”.  He gave new vision and direction for the 
present and future.  He had thought he had hit a dead 
end, but God put him on a new road.  He can do the same 
for us. 
 



 
 


